iy6                  John Milton.

Law, he knew he had Made Himself Enemies in Abun-
dance, he was So Dejected he would lie Awake whole
Nights. He then kept Himself as Private as he could.
This Dr. lancred Robinson had from a Relation of
Milton's, Mr. Walker of the Temple, and This is what
is Intimated by Himself, VII. 26.

On Evil Dales though fall*n and. Evil Tongues,
in Darkness, and with Dangers contrast round,
and Solitude.

Mr. Bendish has heard the Widow or Daughter or Both 10
say it, that Soon after the Restauration the King Offer'd
to Employ this Pardon'd Man as his Latin Secretary, the
Post in which he Serv'd Cromwell with So much Integrity
and Ability ; (that a like Offer was made to Tkurlozo is not
Disputed as ever I heard) Milton Withstood the Offer; the
Wife press'd his Compliance. Thou art in the Right
(says he) Ton, as Other Women, would ride in your Coach ;
for Me, My Aim is to Live and Dye an Honest Man.

Other Stories I have heard concerning the Posture he
was Usually in when he Dictated, that he Sat leaning 2o
Backward Obliquely in an Easy Chair, with his Leg flung
over the Elbow of it. that he frequently Compos'd lying
in Bed in a Morning ('twas Winter Sure Then) I have been
Well informed, that when he could not Sleep, but lay
Awake whole Nights, he Try'd ; not One Verse could he
make; at Other times flow'd Easy his Unpremeditated
Verse, with a certain Impetus and ^Bstro, as Himself seem'd
to Believe. Then, at what Hour soever, he rung for his